STR 

Stress, n.f. [yrecc, Saxon, violence ; or from diftreft.] 

1. Importance; important part. 

A body may as well lay too little as too mugh ftrefs upon a 
dream; but the lcfs we heed them the better. L’Eftrange. 

The J'trefs of the fable lies upon the hazard of having a 
numerous flock of children. L’Eftrange. 

This, on which the great ftrefs of the bufinefs depends, 
would have been made out with reafons fufficient. Locke. 

Confider how great a ftrefs he laid upon this duty, while 
upon earth, and how earneftly he recommended it. Atterbury. 

2 . Violence; force, either aftingor fuffered. 

By Jlrefs of weather driv’n, 

At laft they landed. Dry den's /En. 

Though the faculties of the mind are improved by cxercife, 
yet they muft not be put to a ftrefs beyond their ftrength. Locke. 
To Stress, v. a. [Evidently from d/ftrejs] To diilrefs; to 
put to hardfhips or difficulties. 

Stirred with pity of the f.reffcd plight 
Of this fad realm. Fairy Queen. 

To STRETCH, v. a. [prpecan, Saxon; Jlrecken, Dutch.] 

1. To extend; to fpread out to a diftance. 

The pitching out of his wings fhall fill the breadth of thy 
land. If viii. 8. 

Stretch thine hand unto the poor. Ecclus vii. 32. 

Take thy rod, and Jlretch out thine hand. Ex. vii. 19. 

2. To elongate, or drain to a greater fpace. 

3. To expand ; to difplay. 

Leviathan on the deep. 

Stretch'd like a promontory, deeps. Milton. 

What more likely to Jlretch forth the heavens, and lay the 
foundation of the earth, than infinite power ? Tillotfon. 

4. To drain to the utmod. 

This kifs, if it durd fpcak. 

Would Jlretch thy fpirits up into the air. Shake. K. Lear. 

5. To make tenfe. 

So the flrctch'd cord the fkackl’d dancer tries. Smith. 

6. To carry by violence farther than is right: as, to Jlretch a text. 
To Stretch, v. n. 

1. To be extended. 

Idolatry is a horrible fin, yet doth repentance Jlretch unto 
it. JVbitgifte. 

A third is like the former: a fourth? dart eye! 

What! will the line Jlretch out to th’ crack of doom ? Shaft. 

This to rich Ophir’s rifing morn is known. 

And ft retch'd out far to the burnt fwarthy zone. Couj/ey. 
Your dungeon Jlretching far and wide beneath. Milton. 

2. To bear extenfion without rupture. 

The inner membrane, that involved the liquors of the egg, 
becaufe it would ftretch and yield, remained unbroken. Boyle. 
5. To fally beyond the truth. 

What an allay do we find to the credit of the mod probable 
event, that is reported by one who ufes to ftretch? Gov. Tongue. 
Stretch, n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Extenfion; reach; occupation of more fpacc. 

At all her ftretch her little wings fhe fpread. 

And with her feather’d arms embrac’d the dead : 

Then flickering to his pallid lips, fhe drove 
To print a kifs. Dryden's Ceyx and Alcyo. 

Difruption, as drong as they are, the bones would be in 
fomc danger of, upon a great and fudden ftretch or contortion, 
if they were dry. Ray on the Creation. 

2 . Force of body extended. 

He thought to fwim the dormy main. 

By ftretch of arms the diftant fhore to gain. Dryden’s /F.n. 

3. Effort; druggie : from the aft of running. 

Thofe put a lawful authority upon the ftretch to the abufc of 
power, under the colour of prerogative. L’Eftrange. 

Upon this alarm we made incredible ftretchcs towards the 
South, to gain the faftneffes of Prcdon. Addifon. 

4. Utmod extent of meaning. 

Quotations, in their utmod ftretch, can fignify no more than 
that Luther lay under fevere agonies of mind. Atterbury. 

5. Utmod reach of power. 

This is the utmod ftretch that nature can. 

And all beyond is fulfomc, falfe, and vain. Granville. 
Stre'tcher. n.f. [from ftretch.] 

1. Any thing ufed for extenfion. 

Tooth in the dretching courfe two inches with th cftretcher 

only. , , f Moxon ' 

2. The timber againd which the rower plants his feet. 

This fiery fpecch inflames his fearful friends, 

Thev tug at ev’rv oar, and ev’ry Jtretcher bends. Dry den. 

To STREW, v.a. [The orthography of this word is doubtful: 
it is generally written ftreiv, and 1 have followed cuftom ; but 
Skinner likewife propofes ftrow, and Junius writes j'trasu. 
Their reafons will appear in the word from which it may be 
derived. Strawan, Gothick; ftroyen , Dutch; prpcapian, Sax. 
ftrawen , German ; ftrier, Danifh. Perhaps pour is bell, being 
that which reconciles etymology with pronunciation.] 

1. To fpread by being fcattered. 

The fnow which does the top of Pindusy?rar, 

Did never whiter (hew. Spenfer. 
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Is thine alone the feed that ftrczvs the plain ? 

The birds of heav’n lhall vindicate their grain. ij' 

2. To fpread by fcattcring. 

1 thought thy bride-bed to have deck’d, fwectinaitf 
And not have ftrew'd thy grave. Shakef. ij,„ r ' t f 

Here be tears of perfeft moan. 

Wept for thee in Helicon ; , . 1 

And fomc flowers and fome bays, ,. , ' 

Forthyherfe, to ftreiv the ways. Mi fen 

3. To fcattcr loofely. 

The calf he burnt in the fife, ground it to powder, 
pawed it upon the water, and made Ifracl drink of it. g x 
With furies and nofturnal orgies fir’d. 

Whom cv’n thefavage be. fls had fpard, they kill’d, 

And ftrow’d his mangled limbs about the field. Dnim 
Stre'w.ment. n.f. [from Jtrcw .] Any thing fcattered in 
decoration. 

Her death was doubtful.—For charitable prayers, 

Shards, flints, and pebbles fhould be thrown on her- 
Yet here fhe is allow’d her virgin chants, 

Her maiden pewments, and the bringing home 
Of bell and burial. S.iakrf. Harriet 

STRlfE. n.f. [Latin.] I11 natural hUlory, the lmall chan¬ 
nels in the (hells of cockles and fcallops. 

The fait, leifurely permitted to Ihooc of itfelf in theliquor, 
expofed to the open air, did (hoot into more fair crjdlaffine 
Jlriev , than thofe that were gained out of the remainine part 
of the fame liquor by a more hafty evaporation. Jio.lt. 
Stri'ate. 1 adj. [from flriee, Latin; Jlrie, French.] Formed 
Stri'ated. J inflrise. 

Thefe effluviums fly by f rioted atoms and winding par¬ 
ticles, as Des Cartes conceiveth, or glide by ftreams attracted 
from either pole unto the equator. Brown’s Vugar Emm. 

Des Cartes imagines this earth once to have been a fun, and 
fo the centre of a Idler vortex, whofe axis ftill kept the fame 
pollute, by reafon of the Jlriate particles finding no fit pores 
for their paffages, but only in this direction. Ray. 

Cryllal, when incorporated with the fibrous talcs, fhews, if 
broke, a //rioted or fibrous texture, like thofe talcs. Wubso. 
Si Ri'ature. n.f. [from fries epicure, Fr.] Difpofition of flriae. 
Parts of tuberous hsematitae {hew feveral varieties in the 
crufts, ftriature, and texture of the body. Woa&wti. 

St rick. n.f. ; ftrix, Latin.] A bird of bad omen. 

The ill fac’d owl, death’s dreadful meflengcr, 

The hoarfe night-raven, trump of doleful drere. 

The leather-winged bat, day’s enemy, 

The rueful pick, ftiil waiting on the bier. Fairy Quern. 
Stri'cken. The ancient participle of pike. 

The cunningeft mariners were fo conquered by the dorm, 
as they thought it bell with ftricken fails to yield to be go¬ 
verned by it. • Sidney. 

That fhall I fhew, as fure as hound 
The ftricken deer doth challenge by the bleeding wound. Fff 
Abraham and Sarah were old, and well ftricken in age. Gee. 
With blindnefs were thefe ftricken. llifd. xix. 17. 

Parker and Vaughan, having had a controverfy touching 
certain arms, were appointed to run fomc courfes, when 
Parker was ftricken into the mouth at the firll courfe. 

'1 houah the carl of Ulftcr was of greater power than any 
other fubjeft in Ireland, yet was he fo far ft'ickm in years ,J 
that he was unable to manage the martial affairs. _ j ft- 
Stri'ckle, or Stricklefs, or Stritchel. n.f. 1 hat which fixes 
the corn to level it with the bufhel. "‘"ft 

STRICT, adj. [Jtrtfus, Latin.] 

1. Exaft; accurate; rigoroufly nice. 

Thou’lt fall into deception unaware, 

Not keeping^?; fifty? watch. 

As legions in the field their front difplay. 

To try the fortune of fomc doubtful day. 

And move to meet their foes with fober pace, 

Strifi to their figure, though in wider fpace. 

He checks the bold defign ; 

And rules as ftridl his labour'd works confine, 

As if the Stagyrite o’erlook’d each line. 

2 . Severe; rigorous; not mild; not indulgent. 

Implore her, in my voice, that fhe make tit 
To the JtriSl deputy/ Shakef McoJurefirM j* 

Thy will 

By nature free, not ovcr-rul’d by fate 
Inextricable, or [trick ncceffity. m .he beginning. 

If a ftrin hand be kept over children from the ^ 
they will in that age be traftable; and if, as 1 c ; =• ie |' tr aints 
rigour be, as they deferve it, gently relaxed, o ^ 

will increafe their love. 

Numa the rites of ftrin religion knew; pfi c r. 

On ev’ry altar laid the incenfc due. 

3. Confined; not extenfive. . -(Ron ft,Fa a 

As they took the compafs of thc.r comm.ffioT ^ _ 
larger, fo their dealings were more or lefi m> 

4. Clofe; tight. 

Theeod, with fpcedy pace. 

Juft thought to firain her in ijtri.’l embrace. 
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Th.w and whh 

ligature fqucczcd the blood into his face. 
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&Z Zd grow JW» or 

of the air. - . 

SrRt'CTLY. adv. [from ftnB.] 

ftrieliy fo called, but the whole mafs ot liquid bodies. Bur n . 
Charge him Jtriclly » 

Not to proceed, but wait my farther pleafure Dry den. 

„ r ioorouflv ; feverely; without remiffion or indulgence. 

R In the difeharge of thy place, let before thee the heft cx- 
, • and after a time let before thee thine own, and exa¬ 

mine thvfelf ftrinly whether thou didft not bed at firll. Bacon. 

God may with the greeted ju dice Jirinly require .endeavours 
from us, and without any inconfittcncy with his goodnefs 
penalties on thofe who are wanting. Rogers s Sermons. 

A weak prince again difpofed the people to new attempts, 
which it was the clergy’s duty to endeavour to prevent, if fome 
of them had not proceeded upon a topick that, ftrin.) fol¬ 
lowed, would enflave all mankind. hivrjt. 

3 Clofcly; with tenfenefs. 

Stri'ctness. n.f [from ftrin ] 

Exaftnefs; rigorous accuracy; nice regularity. 

I could not grant too much or diftruft too little to men, 
that pretended fmgular piety and religious ftrWnefs. K. Charles. 

Such of them as cannot be concealed connive at, though in 
the ftrinnejs of your judgment you cannot pardon. Dryden. 

Who were made privy to the fecrets of heaven, but luch as 
performed his revealed will at an higher rate of ftrifinejs than 
V id South. 

th c rc “ ■ „ . , , 1 j 1 

Though in ftriBnef our Saviour might have pleaded exemp¬ 
tion from the Jewifh tribute, he exerted his divine power in a 
miracle to pay it. Rogers. 

2. Severity ; rigour. _ 

Thefe commiffioncrs proceeded with fuchy?r/^ 7 v^i and feve- 
rity as did much obfeure the king’s mercy. Bacon s Elen. VII. 

3. Clofcnefs ; tightnefs; not laxity. 

Structure, n.f [from Jtrinura, Latin, a fpark.j 

1. A ftrokc; a touch. 

The God of nature implanted in their vegetable natures 
certain paffive Jtrinure <, or fignatures of that wifdom which 
bath made and ordered all things with the higheft reafon. Hale. 

2. Contraction; clofure by contraftion. 

As long a- there is third, with a free paflage by urine, and 
ftrin tire of the vcffels, fo long is water fafely taken. Arbuthnot. 

3. A flight touch upon a fubjeft; not a fet difeourfe. 

Stride, n.f [3-cpsebe, Saxon.] A long ftep; a ftep taken 

with great violence ; a wide divarication of the legs. 

I’ll {peak between the change of man and boy. 

With a reed voice, and turn two mincing fteps 
Into a manly ftride. Shakef. Merchant of V 'nice. 

The monftcr moved on with horrid Jhides. Milton. 

Her voice theatrically loud. 

And mafculine her Jtride. Swift. 

To Stride, v.n. preter. Iftrode or Jlrid\ part. pad. f ridden. 
[from the noun.] 

1. To walk with long fteps. 

Mars in the middle of the fhining fhield 
Is grav’d, andjtridts along the liquid field. Dryden. 

To Jove, or to thy father Neptune, pray. 

The brethren cry’d, and inftant/rrWc away. Pope. 

2. To (land with the legs far from each other. 

To Stride, v. a. To pafs by a ftep. 

Sec him Jiride 

Tallies wide. Arluthnot. 

Stri'dui.ous. adj. [fridiltts, Latin ] Making a fmall noife. 

It arifes from a fmall and ftridulous noife, which, being 
firmly rooted, maketh a divulfion of parts. Brown. 

Strife, n.f [from ftrive ] 

1. Contention; contelf; difeord. 

I and my people were at gieat ftrife with the children of 
Ammon. Jndg. xii. 2. 

Some preach Chrift even of envy and ftrife, and fome of 
good-will. Phil. i. I 5. 

He is proud, knowing nothing; but doatingabout queftions 
and ftrife of words. 1 Tim. vi. 4. 

Thefe vows, thus granted, rais’d a ftrife above 
Betwixt the god of war and queen of love: 

She granting firll, had right of time to plead; 

But he had granted too, and would recede. Dryden. 

2. Oppolirion of nature or appearance; contrariety; contrail. 

Artificial ftrife 

Lives in thofe touches, livelier than life. 

How paffior.’s well accorded Jlrife 


STR 

Stri'gment. n.f. [Jlrigmentum, from Jlriago, Lat. to ferape.] 
^Many * befiJcTthe ftrigments and fudorous adhefions from 


Shakejpeare, 

-,--- Jtnlr 

Makes all the harmony of life. 

Stri'fefu l. adj. [ftrife and full.} 

Th’ ape was ftrifeful and muuiuum, 

And the fox guileful and m ill covetous. Hubherdfs Tale. 
I know not what new creation may creep forth from the 
Jlrifcful heap of things, into which, as into a fccond chao% 
we are fallen. “ Dr. Maine. 


Mow: 

He at Philippi kept 
His fword e’en like a dancer, while I ftrujk 
The lean and v rinkled Caffius. Shakejp. Ant. and Cleopat. 

We will deliver you the caufe, 

Whv I, that did love "Caefar when lpuck him, 

PrSeJ ,h US . C “f‘ r - 

p u t wail his fa!l, m whom I myfclf pud down. Sick. Mad. 

2 . To dafh ; to throw by a quick motion. 

The blood Jlrike on the two fide-pofts. L*- r 

a To notify by the found of a hammer on a bell. 

3 ‘ The Winufor bell hath/w* twelve. Shakejp. 

A judicious friend moderates the purfu.t, gives the figna 
foAiion. p,c fe the «. and ££ 
minute. _ J 

4 ‘ ^Thememory*in^fome men is very tenacious; hut yet there 
feems to be a conftant decay of all our ideas, even of thofe 
which arc puck deepeft, and in minds the mofr: eicntive. Loc. 

c. Topunilh; to affiift. . t 

To punilh the juft is not good, nor to Jlrike princes tor 
1 Prov. xvii. jo. 

6. To contraft; to lower; to vale. It is only ufed in the phrafes 

' to Jlrike Jail, or U> Jlrike a fag. 

How many nobles then would hold their places. 

That muft pike fail to fpirits of vile fort' Shakef H. IV. 
To this all differing paffions and interefts fliould pme Jatl, 
and like fwclling ftreams, running different courfes, fhould 
yet all make hafte into the fea of common fafety. Temp.e. 

They Jlrike Jail where they know they fliall be mattered, 
and murder where they can with fafety. Dryden. 

Now, did I not fo near my labours end, 1 

Strike fail, and hall’ning to the harbour tend, > 

My fong to flow’ry gardens might extend. Dryden. J 

7. To alarm; to put into emotion. 

The reft, puck with horror flood. 

To fee their leader cover’d o’er with blood. JVallcr. 

JackStraw at London-ftone, with all his rout, 

Struck not the city with fo loud a fhout. Dryden. 

His virtues render our affembly awful. 

They Jlrike with fomething like religious fear. Addif. Cato. 

Did’ft thou but view him right, fhould’ft fee him black 
With murder, treafon, facrilege, ana crimes 
That Jlrike my foul with horror but to name them. Addijon. 
We are no fooner prefented to any one we never faw be¬ 
fore, but we are immediately puck with the idea of a proud, 
a referved, an affable or a good natured man. Addif on. 

Nice works of art Jlrike and furprife us moll upon the firft 
view; but the better we are acquainted with them, the lefs 
we wonder. Atter bury. 

Court virtues bear, like gems, the higheft rate. 

Born where heav’n’s influence fcarce can penetrate; 

In life’s low vale, the foil the virtues like, 

They plcafe as beauties, here as wonders ftrike. Pope. 

8. [Feedui/erire.] To make a bargain. 

Sign but his peace, he vows he’ll ne’er again 
The facrcd names of fops and beaus prolane: 

Strike up the bargain quickly; for I fwear. 

As times go now, he offers very fair. Dryden. 

I come to offer peace; to reconcile 
Pali enmities; to Jlrike perpetual leagues 
With Vanoc. A. Philips's Briton. 

9. To produce by a fudden aftion. 

The court paved, piketh up a great heat in fummer, and 

much cold in winter. Bacon. 

Waving wide her myrtle wand. 

She ftrikes an univerfal peace through fea and land. Milton. 
Take my caduceus ! 

With this the infernal ghofts I can command. 

And pike a terror through the Stygian Ilrand. Dryden. 

10. To aff’eft fuddcnly in any particular manner. 

When verfes cannot be underffood, nor a man’s good wit 

feconded with the forward child underftanding ; it Jlrikes a 
man more dead than a great reckoning in a little room. Shakejp. 
Strike her young hones. 

Ye taking airs, with Jamencfs. Sha lejeare. 

He that is Jirieken blind cannot forget 
The precious treafurc of his eye-fight loft. Shakejpeare. 

So ceas’d the rival crew, when Purcell came. 

They fung no more, or only fang his fame; 

Struck dujpb, they all admit’d. Dryden. 

Humility difarms envy, end ftrikes it dead. Collier. 

Then do not ftrike him dead with a denial, 

But hold him up in life. AJdlJons Cat-. 

xr. T« 
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